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Having attended many other club and cactus 
events, it is becoming clearer that our club is 
becoming a genuine member of this great world-
wide hobby. The clubs in Europe, Australia, and 
Asia are, in general, prospering, and the interest 
in these unique and special plants is increasing. 
In just one active year, our club has grown from 
twenty some members to what we hope will be 
100 members by the beginning of 2018. I hope to 
see all of you in the upcoming months.

At our next meeting, our nominating committee 
will hope to have all of our board positions 
represented with candidates for the November 
election. As of this time, we will need to fill one 
of our board of director’s positions to replace 
Joe Moreno who will be stepping down. The 
board wishes a big Thank You to Joe for his two 
years of dedicated service to the club. Also, we 
will need to replace our treasurer – membership 
chair, John Boles. John has informed the BOD 
that his personal life schedule will not allow him 
to continue with his outstanding service to the 
club. We also, all wish a big Thank You to John 
for his two years of dedicated, enthusiastic 
service to the function and formation of the club. 
We may not have filled these two positions with 
candidates by the October meeting, so if you 
are interested in helping with the leadership of 
our club or may recommend someone for these 
BOD positions, please contact Woody, 661-406-
9816 or cactusdata@msn.com.

President’s Message
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Ariocarpus kotschoubeyanus f. elephantidens - Woody Minnich

The September meeting was another fun and 
educational event for everyone. Josef Mikulas 
lead a great presentation on “Everything You 
Ever wanted to Know about Watering Your 
Succulents.” He shared all of his years of 
experience in growing C & S and I think everyone 
went home with lots of new knowledge. Woody 
also gave a relevant addendum to Joesf’s talk 
with an introduction to Crassulacean Acid 
Metabolism (CAM.) All of our cacti and other 
succulents are CAM plants! The holidays are just 
around the corner. Please keep your eyes and 
ears open as we will be scheduling our holiday 
party. If it is as great as last year’s party, you won’t 
want to miss it!

We hope to see you at the October meeting as 
John Boles will be giving us a great presentation 
on his C & S berm garden. If you haven’t seen 
John’s wonderful garden, you should try and get 
together with him and arrange a visit.

Cheers, 
Woody Minnich

President of the SFCSC



We will be holding a raffle at every
club meeting going forward! 

Please bring cash or checks 
to purchase tickets. Proceeds will 

benefit the club.  

Raffle ticket costs are:
$1 for 1 ticket
$5 for 6 tickets

$10 for 13 tickets
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Monthly Raffle

Upcoming Meetings
November 16 

December TBA: 
Holiday Party

January 18, 2018
February 15, 2018

A very special 

THANK
YOU 

to 
our monthly 
presentation 

sponsor:

Club Announcements

Call for 
Submissions

The Plant of the Month in November is... 
“Your Favorite”! 

...and we’d love to hear about your 
favorites!  We invite you to submit a brief 
write up and photo of your favorite cacti 
or succulent for next month’s newsletter 
by November 1st. You can send your 
entries to Roxane at santafecactusclub@
gmail.com or roxanehopper@gmail.com

Some ideas: 
- A plant from your very own collection 
and some information about it (why 
you love it and what are it’s growing 
conditions, etc)
- A species that you have special interest 
in and would like to share with the club
- A story about the plant that got you 
interested in cacti or succulents

Club Meeting Agenda

6:30 - Club Announcements & Plant of the Month
7:00 - 10-15 Short Break & Raffle Sales
7:15 - Featured Presenter or Panel
8:15 - Raffle Winner Announcement 

Refreshments
in October

It’s our intention to have some 
refreshments to share at our meetings.

The club rotates an alphabetical 
list of members to contribute 

refreshments each month. 

If your last name begins with the letters...

U - Z
...please bring an item to share. 

Examples of items to contribute: 
cookies, veggies, fruit, cheese, crackers, 

salami, cold cuts or beverages or anything 
you’d like to share! 

Opinions expressed in this newsletter are solely 
the opinions of the author or the editor and do not 
necessarily represent the opinion of the SFCSC, the 
board of officers, or the organization as a whole. All 
material contained may be reprinted by other non-profit 
organizations unless permission is expressly denied in a 
note accompanying the article. Reproduction in whole 
or part by any other organization without the express 
consent of the editor is prohibited.
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Club Library
Please see Josef Mikulas at our monthly club meetings if you would like to 

check out one of our club libary books. They can be checked out for 1 month at a time 
and are due at the next club meeting. Please feel free to take advantage of this great 

members-only resource! 
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October Program
Building a Cactus Berm
with John Boles

I retired to Santa Fe from Rochester New York in 
2006.  After several years of frustration trying to grow 
native wildflowers I attended a lecture given by John 
Oberhausen (Obie) on growing cactus.  The idea of 
growing plants that survive on the natural rainfall was 
appealing.  A book by Leo Chance “Cacti & Succulents 
for Cold Climates” was a good guide to what I might 
expect to survive Santa Fe winters. The next step was 
to construct a berm in the front yard that would provide 
good drainage in which to plant cactus.  I enlisted the 
skill of a landscape architect, my daughter Kate Boles of 
Grounded Landscape Design, to design the berm.  This 
talk will recount my adventure of constructing, planting, 
and finally some of the cactus blooms from this project.



Ariocarpus
Ariocarpus are a spineless genus of the Cacti 
family and in most cases have tufts of wool 
growing from the grooves between their leaves. 
Flowers emerge from these wooly crowns, 
ranging from pink to yellow and white, typically 
blooming in October and November. This genus 
has a small number species found in southwest 
Texas and throughout the Chihuahuan Desert of 
Mexico. The name is derived from Ancient Greek 
“aria” (an oak type) and “carpos” (fruit) indicating 
the resemblance of the fruit of this genus to an 
acorn form. Ariocarpus have a thick turnip-like 
water storing taproot.
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Plant of the Month
by Roxane Hopper

cacti

Ariocarpus retusus v. furfuraceus - Woody Minnich

The varieties of Ariocarpus range from the 
flattened growth pattern of rugose (wrinkled) 
leaves arranged in a star shaped rosette as in the 
case of A. fissuratus and A. kotschoubeyanus, to 
more elongated triangular and smooth-skinned 
tubercles growing above ground as with A. 
furfuraceus. 

A. fissuratus and A. kotschoubeyanus (image 
below and p. 3), grow flat to the ground mimicking 
their environment. The surface layer of the plant 
is often covered with clay and dust protecting it 
from the strong rays of the sun and also keeping 
it well camouflaged. Since the plants do not 
have spines to protect them, as with other cacti, 
the tissues of the plant contain toxic alkaloids 
which serve to protect the plant from herbivores. 
These two species have a central areolar groove 
- an extension of the areole on the upper side of 
the tubercle (from its base to its apex).  

A. agavoides, A. scapharostrus and A. 
kotschoubeyanus also use mimicry to blend 
into their environment - the tubercles closely 
resembling the color shape and size of the 
surrounding sedimentary rock.

Ariocarpus fissuratus - Woody Minnich



Ariocarpus (continued)
A. fururaceus is a more robust and larger growing 
species growing up to almost 10 inches in 
diameter. It’s thick taproot has a network of ducts 
that are filled with water retaining mucus which 
serves as water storage for the plant. A. retusus 
is similar in that it is a relatively large species of 
this genus and has a faster growing habit than 
other species. 

There are many interesting hybrid subspecies 
and the crested specimen are a sight to see. This 
genus is said to be difficult to cultivate, but as with 
most genera, if you make an effort to replicate 
the natural habitat, the plants will be happy. 
Andreas Laras provides very helpful instructions 
on growing Ariocarpus from seed in an article 
in the Cactus and Succulent Journal (U.S.), Vol. 
71 (1999). No .4, pp. 210-215. Also found here:  
http://www.living-rocks.com/laras.htm 

Astrophytum

The genus, Astrophytum is named from the Greek 
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Plant of the Month
by Roxane Hopper

cacti

Astrophytum coahuilensis - Woody Minnich

words of ”astron” (star) and “phyton” (plant) 
referring to it’s star like shape when viewed from 
above.  Most species in this genus are flocked 
with a white felted wool which serves to reflect 
light away from the plant. Like Ariocarpus, 
Astrophytum can be found in southern Texas 
and north and central Mexico and have a small 
number of species (though many hybridized 
subspecies have been created). The genus 
flowers yellow and sometimes, as in the case of 
A. capricorne, with a red throat.

A. capricorne and A. ornatum (meaning 
decorative) have spines. While the former has 
soft and upward pointing spines, the spines of 
A. ornatum are golden-yellow and straight as a 
needle.

There are also spineless species, A. asterias (above) 
(a.k.a. Sea-Urchin Cactus or Sand Dollar) and A. 
myriostigma (many dotted). A. asterias remains 
half hidden underground with only the crown 
emerging, whereas A. myriostigma, popularly 
knows as “Bishop’s Cap”, grows cylindrically and 
quite tall up to 40 inches (and even taller have 
been reported). A. coahuilensis (left) very closely 
resembles A. myriostigma but they differ in

Astrophytum asterias - Woody Minnich



Astrophytum (continued)
flower, fruit and seed. 

While A. asterias was once considered the most 
unusual species in this genera, the most recently 
discovered A. caputa-medusae (image right) give 
asterias a run for it’s money. The species features 
a short cylindrical stem covered in paper-like 
bristles out of which long, thin felted tubercles 
emerge. Flowers grow from subterminal parts of 
the tubercles. Very strange indeed. This plant is 
also known as Digitostigma caput-medusae. 

There are many interesting subspecies and 
hybrids that have been created highlighting 
bizarre combinations of features of the different 
species, and it’s well worth a trip down the 
Astrophytum rabbit hole.
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Plant of the Month
by Roxane Hopper

cacti

Conophytum flavum - Jerry Vaninetti

Succulents

Astrophytum caputa-medusae - Grootscholten

Conophytum
Conophytum, from the Greek, “cono” (cone) 
and “phytum” (plant), is a genus that contains 
hundreds of species. 

They are almost stemless plants (like Lithops) and 
the body consists of a pair of leaves that are either 
partially or entirely fused along their centers. 
Conos can grow in clusters or as single-body 
succulents, depending on the species.  These are 
incredibly tiny plants - with leaf pairs ranging in 
size from ¼” to 2”. Cono’s leaf pairs vary in form 
from spherical to ovoid to tubular to conical. 
Some have leaf-tips (or lobes) that are free, 
resembling fingers or bunny ears (see C. bilobum 
on p 10). Some species have epidermal windows 
(like Fenestraria) to receive sunlight through 
the tops of their leaves. The epidermis ranges



Conophytum (continued)
from smooth to the eye to velvety and is 
sometimes spotted. The color of the plant is also 
variable,  ranging from green to purple to orange.  

Conos are winter growing and go dormant when 
the days become long and hot. The growing 
period is marked by the flower (a vast range 
colors - white, yellow, greenish, orange, pink 
and purple) pushing up through the old leaves. 
The old leaves become withered and provide 
protection for the growth of new leaves. 

Having a shallow root system, Conos in cultivation  
do better with more frequent light watering than 
with less frequent deep soaking.  Many species 
of this genus grow in footholds of rocks where 
they receive some shading so they will be happy 
with some light shading, especially during their 
summer dormant period. During summer, it is 
recommended to give light spraying to the top 
of the soil so as to prevent the roots from drying 
out. 
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Plant of the Month
by Roxane Hopper

Succulents

Conophytum sp. - Roxane Hopper (@ Mesa Garden)

Conophytum sp. - Jerry Vaninetti

This is a gem of a genus and while tiny, grow well 
from seed. If you give it a try, be sure to keep a 
close eye on the seedlings as they are sensitive 
to humidity. 

Conophytum bilobum - Jerry Vaninetti



Lithops

Lithops, also called “living stones” are a genus 
of the Aizoaceae (or ice-plant) family. Discovered 
by botanist John Burchell In 1811 named by NE 
Brown in 1922, the genus name Lithops comes 
from the Greek, “litho” (stone) and “ops” (face). 

These tiny plants truly do resemble the stones of 
their natural habitat of South Africa. They can be 
found widely distributed in the western, southern 
and central regions of southern Africa and are 
especially common along the Orange River valley 
in the Northern Cape.
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Plant of the Month
by Roxane Hopper

Succulents

there is very little rainfall (no more than 2”) where 
these plants live and they primarily receive their 
moisture from dense fog that rolls in from the sea. 

What is considered to be the body of the plant 
is actually two water storing leaves emerging 
from the taproot in an upward facing cone. The 
slit at the top of the plant is the division of the 
two leaves. There are many, many species of 
Lithops ranging in color from grey-ish purple to 
a range of browns, orange and green. Masters 
of mimicry, their surfaces are speckled in a 
variety of patterns which very much resemble 
the surrounding stones in many cases on quartz 
covered mounds called “kopjies” or even 
the dark spaces that appear between gravel. 
 
This blending in is much as a protection against 
the elements as it is against hungry critters. 

Lithops sp. - Jerry Vaninetti

Lithops julii ssp fulleri - Roxane Hopper (@ Mesa Garden)
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Plant of the Month
by Roxane Hopper

Succulents

Lithops dinteri var. brevis - Jerry Vaninetti
In cultivation it is recommended to give periods 
of rest during the winter. During this resting
period, new leaves emerge from the center of 
the two existing leaves and the old leaves will 
become soft and begin to shrivel. There may be 
dry spots on the old leaves during this period. 
This ok - let them be - the new leaves will take up 
the moisture from the old leaves and eventually 
the old leaves will completely dry up, typically 
by spring time and then regulary watering can 
commence. Begin by watering lightly at first, and 
increase the amount of water gradually - upwards 
to a good drenching by mid-Spring. Be sure to 
let the soil dry between waterings. Continue to 
water until the long, hot summer days result in 
the end of a growing period (only lightly water 
if plants begin to shrivel). Flowers typically 
emerge in late summer and watering can begin 
again once the soil has dried to one inch from 
the surface. Stop watering after the plants 
have flowered (toward the end of November). Lithops varicosa - Roxane Hopper (@ Mesa Garden)

Lithops (continued)



Board of Directors

President:  Woody Minnich, cactusdata@msn.com, 661-406-9816

Vice President:  Susan Gouliard, s.gouliard@gmail.com, 505-820-0846

Treasurer:  John Boles, boles.ja@gmail.com

Secretary:  Kathy Minnich, kminnich@q.com, 661-406-1930

Board member:  Roxane Hopper, roxanehopper@gmail.com, 210-216-8429

Board member:  Josef Mikulas, jmikulas65@gmail.com

Board member: Joe Moreno, jmoreno@maryville.edu, 505-989-1208

Librarian:
Josef Mikulas

Membership Chair: 
John Boles
 
Newsletter Editor: 
Roxane Hopper 

Program Chair: 
Woody Minnich

Refreshments Committee: 
Susan Gouliard & Kathy Minnich
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